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Fire crews tackle flat ‘inferno’

A block of flats in Sheffield was at the centre of a fire service training exercise when South
Yorkshire firefighters tested their ability to deal with a high-rise flat fire.

Crews were at the Chantrey block of flats in
Jordanthorpe facing the scenario that a local
resident had called 999 reporting smoke in the
stairwells of the 14-storey building. The flats,
now unoccupied and soon to be demolished,
were filled with artificial smoke to replicate a
real high-rise flat fire.

Five fire engines, the Command Support Unit
and the Breathing Apparatus Support Unit
were at the scene throughout the exercise,
which involved around 30 firefighters.

SYFR’s Bob Haddrell, Station Manager at
Mansfield Road said: “The exercise went
extremely well and we were very pleased with
the outcomes. The flats are now unoccupied
so it was an excellent opportunity to use
them for some extremely realistic training.
Thankfully this type of incident is extremely
rare in South Yorkshire but we have to be
prepared for everything.”

Above: South Yorkshire firefighters with appliances in place

Polish taught fire safety

Devon and Somerset FRS visit a Polish Saturday School in Plymouth to speak to children and
their parents about the importance of fire safety in the home.

The visit was part of a national campaign
designed to deliver key fire safety issues to
different ethnic minority communities.

Speaking about the initiative Plymouth Group,
Community Safety Prevention Officer, Paul
Baker said: “The event went really well and
was well received by everyone. On arrival

the children were split into two age groups
and accompanied by their teachers and

crew members from Greenbank Fire Station
who presented talks on fire safety and the
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importance of having a working smoke alarm.

Fire Services all over the country are now
working hard on preventing fires from
happening in the first place and reaching out
communities from varying backgrounds is seen
as integral to getting the fire safety message
across.

Speaking about his experience and how the
talk was organised Paul continued: “This gave
me the opportunity to interact with the parents,

and present a talk on domestic fire safety and
how to book a home safety visit. Translation
was provided from Media Moguls, a specialist
ethic marketing agency who over the last three
years has worked with Communities and Local
Government to develop similar campaigns.
Media Moguls were also able to explain about
the differences in our cultures to the parents.

After the talks, children from both groups went
into the playground with their parents and
had a look around the fire engine and then

had a turn of using the hose reel. The event
was a success due to the enthusiasm and
professionalism of the Greenbank crew who

welcomed the opportunity to further engage
with the Polish community and forge stronger
links.”

To reinforce the message, leaflets for Fire
Safety are available in Polish as part of the Fire
Kills campaign

New Deputy Chief for Shropshire

The county’s newly appointed Deputy Chief Fire Officer John Redmond has vowed to maintain
the high standards at Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service which have seen fires fall to a record
low due to successful fire prevention initiatives.

With a 27-year career in the fire and rescue
service, John (49) moves to the county from
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service. He takes
over the role from Paul Raymond who was
promoted to Chief Fire Officer last year.

Originally from Wallasey, John joined London
Fire Brigade after gaining a degree in
geography from Hull University. He moved
to the Cheshire brigade as a newly promoted
Divisional Officer working in brigade training,
operations, personnel, and running the
community fire safety department.

“I am very pleased and very proud to serve

as the new Deputy Chief Fire Officer in
Shropshire. Because of the present financial
situation, we are working hard towards
maintaining and improving the service we
give while ensuring public money is spent
wisely and making savings wherever we can.

“Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is one
the UK’s smallest fire and rescue service’s but
it has a strong track record of being one of the
best in the country. We intend to continue the
excellent service to the people of Shropshire,”
said Mr Redmond, who is based at the
Shrewsbury Fire HQ.

Above: New Deputy Chief John Redmond.

Emergency planner takes on

national role

One of West Yorkshire’s senior emergency planners has been appointed as National Fire

Resilience Officer.

Brian Ward will be responsible for helping to
protect the UK in the event of catastrophes
such as floods and chemical or nuclear
disasters. He will control key vehicles and
equipment and manage a central command
team based at the Fire Service College in
Gloucestershire.

Brian, who will be on a two-year secondment,

fought off tough competition from over 20

of the most experienced candidates. One

of his first duties has been to oversee a
massive exercise in an old rail facility in Long
Marston, Warwickshire.

Dr. Ward joined West Yorkshire Fire and
Rescue Service (WYFRS) almost 20 years
ago. Speaking about his new role Dr Ward

said; “I am delighted with my new role but
acknowledge the enormous debt | owe to
colleagues in WYFRS, and in particular to
Chief Fire Officer Simon Pilling, for their
incredible support and encouragement.”
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Innovative Technology For The Fire Industry

Bott kits out truck for
Leicestershire FRS

The project brief was to convert a Scania
truck for use as a Hazardous Material
Environmental Protection (HMEP) vehicle,
which carries equipment to incidents
involving hazardous materials or requiring
environmental protection measures.
These can range from chemicals and milk
spillages, to fires involving fertilisers and
LPG cylinders.

To ensure the design met Leicestershire
Fire and Rescue’s specification, the team
from bott visited the service’s headquarters
and measured all the equipment that
needed to be stored within the vehicles.
Bott then designed the system to cater for
the service’s requirements with each piece
of equipment having a specific place within
the truck.

As part of the conversion, bott designed
and manufactured the storage shelves
from stainless steel for strength and
durability. A stainless steel slide-out tray
locks in and out of the vehicle to allow for
heavy equipment, such as a generator, to
be safely removed. Using stainless steel
also prevents any corrosion that may be
caused by prolonged contact with water or
chemicals.

The design and fitting also included

LED interior lights, which operate on a

low power consumption and a key-out
facility, which allows the vehicle ignition
key to be removed but keeps the engine
running - necessary to power the lights and
the hydraulic tail-lift. This safety feature
provides the firefighters with peace of mind
when working in the rear of the vehicle and
ensures it cannot be driven off. Straps
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were also located towards the back of
the truck to secure kit such as over-sized
drums, which are used to contain leaking
chemical containers.

Steve Warner from Leicestershire Fire

and Rescue explains: “We chose to work
with bott as we were really impressed
with the company’s ethos and attention

to detail. Their approach to the project
was professional and by taking the time
to understand our bespoke requirements,
they produced a design that exactly meets
our needs. The design and build of bott’s
work is of a high standard and will ensure
the durability of the installation, which has

to cope working in extremely dirty and
hazardous environments.”

As well as providing bespoke designs and
equipment, bott’s vehicle enhancement
division offers a standard range of storage
modules comprising in-vehicle racking,
drawers and cupboards to create well-
organised interiors — allowing tools and
equipment to be safely and efficiently
carried.

Stylish new helmet from Draeger

The helmet is available in two versions to
suit the needs of high heat environments
such as those found in structural firefighting,
flash-over training and wildland firefighting, it
is also equally suited to rescue and technical
assistance operations. Innovative in design,
this stylish helmet forms part of Draeger’s
complete system solution for firefighters
which combines modularity with state of the
art technology to bring a completely new
dimension to personal protective equipment.

Designed for both comfort and
performance, the Draeger VFR Pro is
believed to be the lightest helmet to meet
EN443: 2008-B. Maintaining clear visibility,
even when worn with a gold tinted visor,

it offers the highest EN166 and EN14458
optical performance levels with Class 1

for both eye shield and face shield. As a
further benefit, the helmets are available
in thermoplastic and composite materials.
(Composite materials are particularly
beneficial in firefighting applications as
they are specifically designed to keep their

shape and protective properties under high
thermal influences). With a streamlined
shape that affords an exceptional field

of view, this ergonomic helmet is also
contoured around the ears to maximise
audible perception and minimise the risk of
accidents caused by impaired hearing.

The helmets also feature a hard-wearing,
high gloss finish to provide additional heat
reflective properties and reduce helmet
damage. Impact reinforcements in the outer
shell are teamed with special polyurethane
padding inside to further protect the wearer
against shock, heat and flash over. The
reinforced composite sub-shell provides
increased frontal impact protection and the
unigue multi-cross headband suspension
system ensures quick, easy and secure
adjustment for a variety of head sizes.

Incorporating anti-fog on the underside

and anti-scratch on the external surface,
the eye shield also features a rubber trim
edge for increased protection to the nose

and cheekbones. In addition the reflective
face shield visor is approved to EN14458.
The chin strap allows both left and right
adjustment for a perfectly balanced fit,

and the soft Nomex padding remains
comfortable after cleaning and dries quicker
than leather, thereby reducing operational
downtime.

Firefighter clothing tested in real

conditions

The aim is to evaluate the performance of
the latest generation of outer gear by the
crew of RAGTAL (Regionale-Atemschutz-
Gerate-Trager-Ausbildungsanlage), ex
firefighters who now train fire fighters by

recreating a multitude of real life conditions
in a contained facility.

RAGTAL, located at Wasserbillig,
Luxembourg, trains firefighters from across

Europe in a wooden-heated fire facility and
flash over unit.The training programmes
consist of experiencing the correct tactics to
be adopted to attack a fire inside a building,
fire fighting in complicated conditions such
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as low visibility, emergency rescue from
extreme situations as well as the use of
video cameras to detect people and fires.
With approximately 1,000 trainees per year,
the physical stress for every instructor of
the Combat Fire Behaviour (CFB) team

is quite demanding and therefore reliable
protective apparel worn during the training
programmes is important to all trainers.
That's why the RAGTAL fire trainers wear
state of the art protective apparel with an
outer layer of Nomex that not only offers
outstanding flame and heat resistance but
is extremely durable.

The protective clothing worn by the RAGTAL
Combat Fire Behaviour instructors is the
result of a two-year joint project, run by
DuPont in conjunction with six partners

of the NQP: fabric manufacturer Fritsche
and the garment manufacturers Consultiv,
|sotemp-Vorndamme, S-Gard, Texport and
Viking. The manufacturer’s standard dark
red designs are used in the clothing that
features an outer shell of Nomex Tough.
However, slight modifications were made to
the designs to meet the special requirements
of the RAGTAL training crew.

The firefighting apparel, which was given
to RAGTAL in June 2009, initiated a new
evaluation programme within DuPont™
NQP. The CFB trainers act as experts

who test wear and comfort and put the
performance of the suits to the acid test
under extreme conditions. After every
session, the trainers control and record

the quality of the protective clothing. Their
experiences of protection and comfort, fabric
construction, membrane performance and
the performance of other materials used are
passed on to the respective manufacturer.

“The protective clothing for the RAGTAL

Combat Fire Behaviour instructors are
premium products and their efficiency is
tested daily,” says Juergen Klotz, Territory
Manager for Germany, “the knowledge we
gain forms the basis for future developments
of Nomex products to achieve our goal to
increase the comfort of high performance
garments for the next generation of fire
fighting suits.”

lon Science launch revolutionary

photoionisation detector

A significant development in PID, the
instrument’s powerful software and
performance features set new industry
standards for hand held VOC detection.

The instrument’s revolutionary PID
technology provides a dynamic detection
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range of 1 parts per billion (ppb) to 20,000
parts per million (ppm), offering the

widest measurement range on the market.
PhoCheck Tiger is pre programmed with
over 450 response factors.

Ready to use right out of the box, PhoCheck

Tiger's advanced software features mean
the instrument requires no complicated
programming and set up procedures to
perform both basic and advanced functions.

The instrument has the fastest response
time on the market and is just as quick

to clear down. PhoCheck Tiger can be
connected directly to a PC via the USB
offering extremely fast data download
capabilities. Wireless data download via a
Bluetooth interface is available as an option.

The instrument’s patented Fence Electrode
Technology has received independent
verification for best performing PID for
speed and accuracy, effectively minimising
contamination effects. The instrument’s
exceptional performance in high humidity
environments is achieved without impairing
other features.

The detector has been designed with the
safe replacement of batteries in hazardous
environments in mind. Long life rechargeable
Li-ion batteries give up to 30 hours of use.
Fast battery charging allows the instrument
to be fully charged in 6.5 hours, while 8
hours of use can be achieved from 1.5
hours charge.

Equipment&technology

The unigue six pin miniPID detector cell
with anti-contamination design dramatically
extends run time in the field. Low cost

filters and lamps can be easily changed in
seconds, minimising instrument downtime.
Inexpensive disposable parts mean the Tiger
has the lowest running costs on the market.

The detector is a fully upgradeable
instrument with multiple functions to choose
from. A base unit can be upgraded with data
logging, health and safety and ppb options,
remotely, without needing to be returned to
the factory.

Simple key pad operation and icon driven
menu mean ease of use across global
markets. The illuminated software keys are
large enough to be operated even when
wearing the thickest gloves.

New Fire Experience Unit for

Norfolk FRS

The main purpose of the F.E.U. is to create
a bedroom fire scenario, which contains a
bed, cupboards, TV, games machine, hair
dryer, heater, bed-side lamp, smoke alarm,
multi-plug adaptor and soft toys. This can
be interchanged to that of a kitchen where
there is a cooker, kitchen table, sink, hob
unit and saucepans

Fire hazards are created so that those in the
pod can identify the risks to help promote
Safety in the Home. The design has been
produced to appeal to the young and the
old alike.

In the main display area leaflet holders are
provided and wall mounted folding seat

and there is an internal LCD screen which
is connected to either a DVD player or to a
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laptop, supplemented by a PA system.

On both sides of the Unit there are two
speakers also connected to a PA system.
This enables the F.E.U. to act as a Public
Information Point. On one side of it there
is also an external (removable) LCD screen
which can also be attached to the DVD
player or to a Laptop.

The external screen can broadcast a
different message to the internal one if
required. It can also broadcast external
messages whilst the internal part of the
unit is being used as a Fire Experience
Unit which enables two separate activities
to proceed simultaneously. The operation

of all media to the screens and to the PA
system is accessed from an external door to
allow this to happen without disturbing other
activities taking place.

The Fire Experience Unit (F.E.U.) is fully
accessible for wheelchair use and has

an induction loop system for those with a
hearing impairment. It has also been fitted
with an internal heating system as well as
air conditioning to make it available for use
in all weather conditions and there is an
automatic emergency lighting system in the
event of a power failure.

Doug. Underwood - Community Fire Safety
Team Manager at Norfolk FRS said "The

new Fire Experience Unit is proving to be

a great asset to Norfolk Fire and Rescue
Service. It has already been used as part of
our Crucial Crew events in the County. It has
also been a wonderful resource at the Royal
Norfolk Show and other County events like
Cromer Carnival.

We recently used it to do a Regional Launch
in Norwich for the CLG's new campaign
"don't drown in toxic smoke." Having the
versatility to use the Unit in a number of
different ways is such a bonus and makes it
a cost effective resource for our service."

National Resilience Exercise

The exercise covered three simultaneous
simulated incidents; a major train
derailment in Warwickshire and two smaller
incidents in London and Merseyside.

135 personnel from 11 fire and rescue
services, including Kent and Devon &
Somerset, took part in the main exercise in
Warwickshire that took in excess of three
months to plan. The incident simulated

a train derailment involving another

train carrying chemicals, requiring all
capabilities of the USAR teams including
dog handlers, a mass decontamination
unit as well as Hazardous Area Response
Team (HART) ambulances. The exercise
provided key opportunities to test
capability, coordination and specialist
equipment including hot metal cutting and
heavy lifting equipment provided for major
transport incidents. It also involved some
35 ‘casualties’.

A team of specialist resilience engineers
provided ongoing 24-hour fleet
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management and logistics support

to USAR, the mass decontamination
equipment on the ground and the search
and rescue dog handling vehicles over
the event. This included deploying two
specialist lveco daily mobile maintenance
vehicles (MMU) to carry out running
repairs on the vehicles which ranged
from vans to the specialist MAN National
Resilience emergency fire appliances, and
to ensure repair or replacement of any
faulty equipment.

Gary Evans, VT Group's General Manager,
Fire & Resilience said “This exercise was
key to testing the resilience and capability
of search and rescue teams across the
UK, who will be asked to give assistance.
Crucially for our customer they were able
to concentrate on their role in the exercise,
with our team of resilience engineers on
hand to provide 24 hour support for their
vehicles and equipment modules — and
take onboard the learning points for
response to a real life incident.

The assets are operated by the 49 Fire
and Rescue Services in England and
Wales, comprising more than 500 vehicles
and specialist modules for dealing with
major emergencies such as floods,
terrorist attacks and urban search and
rescue.”

National Resilience Officer designate
Brian Ward added: “The first class
support provided by VT played a key part
in the success of this exercise. They are
an integral part of our operation - their
support is critical in ensuring the 24/7
operational capability of our vehicles and
equipment. For instance, the exercise
required extensive hot metal cutting to
reach casualties, using thermal lance
rods and Petrogen. VT’s onsite support

in replenishing stocks and carrying out
immediate repairs ensured equipment
performance that in a real life scenario
would have resulted in optimum operation.”





