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The devastating 

earthquake in Haiti 

at the beginning of 

the year saw fire and 

rescue specialists from 

around the UK heading 

out across the Atlantic 

to join International 

efforts to rescue survivors. This issue covers 

their work and the highs and many low points 

experienced by firefighters who had to cope, not 

only with collapsed buildings, but also a lack of 

any form of infrastructure in the capital city of an 

already impoverished country. 

Continuing our overseas focus this month, 

we will also be taking a look at firefighting in 

Afghanistan, a country ravaged by war, and 

the effort made by RAF firefighters to train raw 

Afghan recruits. Away from the headlines, we see 

Afghans eager to learn firefighting techniques 

and getting on with training aimed at creating 

a domestic fire service modelled on the RAF 

system.     

Along with our usual roundup of news and 

features from the UK Fire Services we also 

managed to get the author of how2become a 

Firefighter, Richard McMunn, to share his top 

ten insider tips on how to become a firefighter. 

We also get a glimpse of how firefighting 

might change in the future when I visited 

South Yorkshire’s training centre to look at the 

capabilities of firefighting robots.   

Enjoy the read!

Editors Letter

Brett Tudor

Editor



Subscribe 
Save 50%

to The Burning Issue

Subscribe online at: 

or call us on 01244 304052
www.theburningissue.co.uk

Subscribe Online - Easy subscription 
service. Subscribe today for just £9.99!

Recruitment - All the latest UK Fire Service 
jobs in one place.

Competitions - Watch out for competitions 
and excellent prizes in every issue.

The Burning Issue Blog - Covering the 
latest Fire Service news.

The Burning Issue, the UK’s fastest 
growing fire service information resource.



Contents

18

Equipment&Technology 46

Newsdesk

Workforce

4

42

Features

30

20

38

12

14

16

18

20

26

27

30

34

36

38

40

Firefighting robots a glimpse into the future? 

Hi-viz safety for Sure Start children 

Road rescue team helping make our roads safer 

Cornwall FRS launch ELFS 

How to become a firefighter 

Innovative partnership tackles wildland fires 

FESS responds to 1,000th call out 

Haiti’s heroes 

New Fire Investigation Degree 

New course gets the green light 

Shropshire backs Chip Week

Swindon firefighters beat £50,000 challenge! 

10

16

Prevention is better than cure

Brigade takes 'green' initiative

Opinioncorner

Guestcolumn

28RAF firefighters train Afghan Army

Forcefocus


